THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TOWYN 


WELSH  BOARD  OF  HEALTii.l 

R E C E \ 

_ 12  NOV  1955 

A. 


ANNUAL 

HEALTH  REPORT 

for 

1952 


E.  F.  W.  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


J.  Basil  Jones  & Co.,  Red  Lion-street,  Towyn. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TOWYN, 


Council  Offices, 

TOWYN,  Merioneth. 


Telephone.  345. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TOWYN 

ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Towyn  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Health  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1952. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Gapper,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  acted  as 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  time  Dr.  E.  Williams 
left  until  I took  up  the  post,  and  I wish  to  thank  him  for  his  kind 
assistance 

Mr.  E.  0.  Edwards  took  up  his  appointment  as  Sanitary  In- 
spector on  1st  February,  1952. 

The  population  of  the  area  as  given  by  the  Mid-Year  Estimate 
was  4,387,  as  opposed  to  4,410  in  1951. 

The  number  of  Live  Births  was  72  (65  in  1951)  and  the  number 
of  Deaths  was  49  (63  in  1951). 

Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates  since  1946. 

1946.  1947.  1948.  1949.  1950.  1951.  1952. 


Birth  Rate  17.45  14.4  15.0  15.7  11.8  14.06  16.41 

Death  Rate  17.73  14.1  11.4  13.6  11.8  14.29  11.18 

Only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified,  namely  one  of 
Poliomyelitis  occuring  in  a person  domiciled  outside  the  district. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified,  but  in  view  of  the 
general  increase  in  these  cases  and  the  nature  of  the  area,  i.e., 
holiday  resorts,  supervision  and  advice,  together  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  public  and  caterers,  must  be  continued  if  serious 
outbreaks  are  to  be  prevented. 

The  response  of  the  population  to  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  was  encouraging.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  early 
diagnosis  in  the  cure  and  prevention  of  spread  of  Tuberculosis 
there  must  be  no  relaxation  due  to  complacency  of  these  results. 
This  service  is  of  particular  importance  to  the  young  adults  and 
adolescents  in  the  community. 

Progress  in  housing  was  steady — 29  houses  being  built,  an 
increase  of  two  on  the  previous  year.  12  houses  due  for  demolition 
in  1939  are  still  occupied.  In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  building 
new  houses,  the  Council  should  consider  implementing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  dealing  with  the  improvemient  of 
suitable  houses. 

Refuse  disposal  is  satisfactory  but  the  fact  that  trade  refuse 
is  not  dealt  widi  makes  the  collection  service  comparatively  in- 


efficient.  An  unsuitable  vehicle  is  in  use  at  Bryi^rug,  viz.  an  open 
cart.  The  Council  should  consider  the  application  of  a com- 
prehensive scheme  for  the  whole  district. 

A general  improvement  in  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  water  supply 
is  to  be  hoped  for  when  the  new  river  Fathew  Scheme  is  in  operation. 

Contamination  of  the  beaches  by  sewage,  apart  from  being  a 
danger  to  Public  Health,  does  not  improve  the  attractions  of  the 
area  as  a holiday  resort,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  tha  tthe  defects  in 
the  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  outfalls  are  remedied  in  the  near  future, 
I wish  to  thank  Mr.  E.  O.  Edwards,  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  his  co-operation  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EVAN  RICHARDS. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.— GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Urban  District  in  acres 22,959 

Rateable  Value £19,866 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures) 4,387 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £76 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to  the  Rate 
Books)  at  end  of  year  1,286 

Comparability  Factors 

Births  1.14 

Deaths  0.75 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still) 73 

Births  (Live) 72 

Births  (Still) 1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  16.41 

Live  Births 

Males  Females 


Total  34  38 

Legitimate  29  36 

Illegitimate  5 2 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births),  9.72% 


Deaths 

Total  Number — 49. 

Males,  21  ; Females,  28. 

Rate  per  1,000  population 11.18 

1951  figures  14.29 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Total  1.  Males  Females 

Total  — 1 

Legitimate  — 1 

Illegitimate  ■ — ■ ■ — 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 13.89 

1951  figures  16,13 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants. 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 13.89 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 Weeks  Males  Females 

Total  — 1 

Legitimate  — 1 

Illegitimate  — — 

Maternal  Mortality 


Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy — Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

Total  10 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  2.28 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Total  1 

Rate  per  1,000  population  0.23 

Causes  of  Death  1952  M.  F. 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  1 

Cancer,  Stomach  1 

,,  Breast  — ■ 

,,  Other  sites  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  4 

Coronary  disease,  angina  5 

Other  heart  diseases  2 

Other  circulatory  disease  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 8 

Accidents  — 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  2 — 


21  28 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Laboratory  Facihties 

Water  analysis — ^chemical — Public  Analyst,  Chester. 
Bacteriological  and  biological  analysis  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 

3.  Ambulance  Facihties 

One  ambulance  stationed  at  Towyn. 

4.  Infant  Welfare  Clines 

Held  every  fortnight  at  Aberdovey  and  Towyn. 

5.  Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Held  once  a month  at  the  Towyn  and  District  Hospital. 

6.  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Held  at  Dolgelley  or  Machynlleth  Hospitals. 

7.  Tuberculosis  Chnic 

Held  at  the  Machynlleth  Chest  Hospital  every  week. 

8.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Im- 
munisation of  babies  and  young  infants  carried  out  at  the  Primary 
Schools. 

9.  Hospitals 

One  fully  equipped  hospital  at  Towyn. 


SECTION  C.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases 

Total  number  of  infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year — 1. 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Bacillary  Dysentry  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Measles  — 

Infantile  Paralysis  1 


Tuberculosis 


NEW  CASES 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Deaths 

Pulmonary 
N on-pulmonary 


Total,  3. 

Males,  2 ; Females,  1. 
Total,  Nil. 

Males,  Nil ; Females,  Nil. 

Total,  1. 

Total,  Nil. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952  in  age  groups. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non 

1 Non 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  | 

Respiratory 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

35 

45 

1 

55 

1 

65 

1 

75 

One  male  P.T.  aged  76  not  notified. 


GENERAL 

Mass  Radiography  Service. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Urban  area,  1,064 
persons  being  X-rayed. 


Centres 

Under 

15  years 

Over 

15  years 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Aberdovey 

7 

2 

114 

145 

121 

147 

Towyn 

114 

127 

236 

291 

350 

418 

Total 

121 

129 

350 

436 

471 

565 

SECTION  D.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  Act. 


SECTION  E.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

Towyn  and  Bryncrug.  The  supply  to  Towyn  and  Bryncrug  is 
from  upland  streams  at  Braich-y-rhiw  and  treated  by  pressure 
filtration  and  chlorination.  Consumption  of  water  during  the  year 
showed  a considerable  increase  due  to  the  greater  influx  of  troops 
to  Morfa  Camp  for  training.  It  was  found  necessary  to  curtail 
the  supply  to  the  camp  during  certain  periods  of  the  day  during  the 
summer  months  in  order  to  maintain  an  adequate  pressure  and 
supply  in  the  town. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  may  be  attributed  to  temporary 
breakdowns  and  bursts  with  consequent  disturbance  in  the  mains, 
which,  in  some  sections,  are  old  and  badly  corroded. 

Generally,  there  was  no  serious  failure  of  the  supply. 

Aherd.ovey,  The  water  supply  for  Aberdovey  is  from  upland 
streams  at  Cwmffernol  and  Nant-y-Gwenlli  and  supplemented  by 
land  springs  at  Bwlchgwyn. 

Generally  the  supply  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory  due  to 
the  lack  of  effective  filtration  and  the  old  and  corroded  condition 
of  the  mains.  The  chlorination  plant,  which  had  not  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  considerable  time,  was  repaired,  with  consequent 
improvement  in  the  bacterial  quality  of  the  water. 

The  majority  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  found  to  be 
due  to  pollution  of  the  break  pressure  tank  at  Ty  Newydd.  Owing 
to  the  generally  defective  condition  of  the  valves  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  cleanse  this  tank  thoroughly,  but  cleaning  of  the  ad- 
jacent water-courses  resulted  in  an  improvement  of  the  quality 
of  supply  to  the  central  part  of  the  town  fed  by  this  low  pressure 
main. 

There  was  no  failure  of  the  supply  during  the  year. 

Cwrt.'  The  village  of  Cwrt  obtains  its  supply  from  an  upland 
stream,  the  supply  being  taken  from  the  main  to  Talgarth  Hall. 
The  water  was  satisfactory  in  quality  although  the  pressure  was 
rather  poor.  A renewal  of  part  of  the  rciain  to  the  village  resulted  in 
a slight  improvement  in  the  pressure. 

Private  Supplies.  Land  springs,  wells  and  streams  provide 
supplies  to  isolated  houses  and  farms.  Several  samples  were  taken 


from  private  sources  in  connection  with  schemes  to  be  undertaken 
under  the  Hill  Farming  Act,  1946.  Piped  water  supply  was  pro- 
vided at  four  farms  during  the  year. 

General.  Delivery  was  effected  of  materials  for  the  new  water 
scheme  for  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  based  on  the  abstraction  of  water 
from  the  River  Fathew,  in  conjunction  with  the  existing  source  of 
supply  at  Braich-y-Rhiw. 

When  this  scheme  is  completed  and  in  operation,  there  should 
be  a considerable  improvement  in  the  supplies  to  Towyn  and 
Aberdovey,  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Bacteriological  Analysis 

81  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. The  results  were  as  follows  : — • 


Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Towyn 

8 

3 

11 

Brvmcrug 

8 

4 

12 

*Aberdovey 

12 

10 

22 

Cwrt 

4 

. — . 

4 

Pennal 

1 

. — • 

1 

Abertrinant 

1 

— . 

1 

River  Fathew 

. — . 

2 

2 

Private  Supplies 

13 

15 

28 

^Includes  a series  of  samples  taken  at  the  various  sources  and 


points  along  distribution  lines  to  ascertain  cause  of  pollution. 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  public  analyst  reported  satisfactorily  on  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  supplies. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Towyn,  The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  area  is  by  gravitation 
and  the  sewage  is  discharged  untreated  into  the  sea.  A portion 
of  the  outfall  pipe  which  had  been  fractured  and  found  to  be  beyond 
repair  was  removed.  Some  fouling  of  the  beach  was  experienced 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  outfall  during  certain  states  of  the 
tide. 


The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  asked  to  make 
a survey  and  to  report  on  the  sewerage  system  generally  and  in 
particular  with  regard  to  sewage  disposal. 

Aberdovey.  This  sewerage  system  is  also  by  gravity  with  out- 
fall to  the  Dovey  Estuary.  The  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  is 
controlled  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide. 


Bryncrug.  The  new  sewerage  scheme  with  disposal  works  was 
completed  during  the  year. 

Connections  were  made  from  the  18  houses  comprised  in  the 
Council’s  estate,  five  private  properties  and  from  the  Primary 
School. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Surveyor,  the  inspection  and  testing 
of  all  new  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  21  such  tests  were  made  during  the  year  on  new  drainage 
systems.  Tests  were  also  made  on  16  existing  drainage  systems. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  for  the  whole  district  is 
undertaken  by  contractors.  Collection  is  made  twice  weekly  at 
Aberdovey,  Towyn,  and  certain  areas  in  Bryncrug,  and  once  a 
fortnight  in  Cwrt. 

There  is  no  collection  of  trade  refuse. 

Nightsoil  is  collected  with  the  household  refuse  at  Bryncrug 
and  Cwrt.  This  service  is  to  be  discontinued  as  from  the  end 
of  September,  1953,  in  the  former  case  when  it  is  anticipated  that 
conversion  schemes  will  have  been  completed  and  properties  con- 
nected to  the  new  sewer. 

Refuse  collection  generally  in  the  district  cannot  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory  and  there  is  need  for  a complete  reorganisation  of 
the  service. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping.  For  a number  of  years  refuse 
was  disposed  of  by  crude  dumping  on  three  sites,  giving  rise  to 
nuisance  from  rats,  flies  and  offensive  smells. 

Much  labour  and  time  was  expended  in  the  difficult  task  of 
tidying  the  tips  at  Towyn  and  Aberdovey. 

A system  of  controlled  tipping  was  commienced  at  Towyn  with 
consequent  improvement  but  it  was  found  extremely  difficult  to 
operate  the  tip  satisfactorily  ov/ing  to  the  number  of  persons  having 
access  to  the  site.  Refuse  taken  to  the  depository  from  business 
premises  and  by  other  persons  is  invariably  tipped  at  random, 
thus  nullifying  the  efforts  of  the  Council  employee  to  preserve  a 
neat  and  tidy  appearance  on  the  tip  as  a whole.  This  difficulty 
would  be  overcome  if  the  Council  were  to  undertake  collection  of 
trade  refuse  in  addition  to  household  refuse. 

Efforts  were  made  to  obtain  some  measure  of  control  of  tipping 
on  the  Aberdovey  site,  but  the  high  level  of  the  ground  rendered 
this  impracticable.  It  should  be  possible  to  carry  out  tipping 
operations  satisfactorily  on  the  adjacent  low-lying  land  when  the 
new  access  road  has  been  completed. 


Disposal  of  refuse  at  Bryncrug  is  carried  out  by  the  removal 
contractor.  Crude  tipping  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Fathew  was 
stopped  owing  to  the  serious  pollution  of  the  river  resulting  from 
these  operations.  An  adjoining  site,  not  liable  to  flooding,  was 
thereafter  brought  into  use  for  this  purpose. 

Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  combat  the  heavy  infesta^ 
tion  of  rats  on  the  refuse  depositories  with  marked  success. 

Salvaged  Materials 

There  is  no  general  collection  of  salvaged  waste  materials. 
Traders  at  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  disposed  of  their  waste  paper  at 
two  depots  provided  by  the  Council  until  this  service  was  dis- 
continued when  the  demand  for  waste  paper  ceased. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


were  as  follows  : — • 

Abattoir  175 

Food  Premises — General  373 

Ice  Cream  Premises 58 

Dairies  and  milk  vehicles  50 

Licensed  Premises  52 

Meat  Transport  3 

Unsound  Food  43 

Dwelling-houses  249 

Drainage  and  sewerage  177 

Water  Supplies  . 140 

Camping  sites 50 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection  10 

Disinfestation  12 

Rodent  Control  173 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  152 

Public  Conveniences 45 

Factories  Act 41 

Shops  Act  35 

Rag  Flock  Act  3 

Keeping  of  Animals 22 

Miscellaneous  Visits 151 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  78 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and 
complied  with 


Statute 

Notices  Served 
During  1952 

Complied  1 
with  1 
during 
1952 

Notices  not 
Complied  witli 
at  end  of 
1952 

Statu- 

tory 

Infor- 

mal 

Public  Health  Act 

63 

54 

9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

48 

40 

8 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations 

5 

5 

— 

Factories  Act 

7 

6 

1 

Shops  Act 

4 

A 

— 

127 

127 

109 

18 

Factories  Act,  1936 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

1 Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities. 

27 

1 

25 

[ 

5 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority. 

1 

17 

10 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out -workers 
premises) 

3 

6 

1 

' 

Total 

47 

41 

7 

— 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number 

of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refer 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

red 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cutions 

Want  of  Clean- 
liness (S.l). 

1 

> 

1 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7). 
a.  insufficient 

1 

1 

b.  unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

4 

c.  not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfection 

18  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year  following  cases  of 
infectious  and  other  diseases. 


Disinfestation 

Two  premises  were  treated  for  insect  infestations. 


Rodent  Control 

A comprehensive  scheme  was  formulated  during  the  3^ear,  and 
a rodent  operator  was  appointed  in  a part-time  capacity.  Private 
dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge,  but  the  costs  incurred  in 
the  treatment  of  business  premises  are  recovered. 

372  inspections  were  mad,e  by  the  rodent  operator.  The 
number  of  infestations  dealt  with  were  as  follows  : — 


Private  Dwelling  Houses 

48 

Business  Premises 

22 

Agricultural  Properties 

1 

Council  Properties, 

including  refuse  tips 

13 

The  chargeable  work  for  disinfection,  disinfestation,  and 
rodent  control  during  the  year  amounted  to  £59/2/6. 


Public  Conveniences 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  Jn  Towyn  (only  two  for 
females),  and  three  in  Aberdovey.  A temporary  urinal  was  erected 
at  Idris  Villas  during  the  year. 

There  is  definite  need  for  additional  public  conveniences  in 
view  of  the  increased  influx  of  troops  and  visitors  in  the  area. 
Particularly  is  this  so  in  the  Corbett  Square  area  in  Tow\m,  and  in 
the  \dcinity  of  the  Pavilion  in  Aberdovey,  where  the  existing 
facilities  are  totally  inadequate. 

It  is  regretted  that  whilst  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  the 
conveniences  in  a clean  condition,  they  are  often  badly  misused  by 
the  public. 


Camping  Sites 

A survey  of  the  eight  camping  sites  in  the  district  was  made 
during  1952,  when  it  was  found  that  only  two  of  the  sites  were 
licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947,  and  none  by  the  Local  Authority  in  acordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Conditions  generally  in  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation, 
water  supply,  drainage,  etc.,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  whilst 
in  certain  instances  ihe  standard  of  cleanliness  left  much  to  be 
desired.  Some  improvements  were  effected  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action,  but  certain  major  alterations  are  re- 
quired before  the  standard  necessary  for  the  granting  of  a licence  is 
reached.  The  Health  Committee  has  under  consideration  the  con- 
ditions to  be  fulfilled  prior  to  the  granting  of  licences. 


Hill  Farming  Act,  and  Livestock  Rearing  Act,  1951 

Advantage  has  been  taken  by  some  occupiers  of  hill  farms  in 
the  district  of  the  grants  available  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  for  certain  improvements  to  farm  properties,  in- 
cluding buildings  and  houses.  There  is  good  co-operation  in  this 
respect  with  the  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 
and  all  such  works  are  subject  to  inspection  by  the  Sanitary"  Inspec- 
tor before  grants  are  made. 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  include  : — 


Provision  of  piped  water  supply  4 

Renewal  of  water  supply  pipeline  1 

Provision  of  water  closets,  drainage 
and  sewage  disposal  plants  3 

Installation  of  hot  water  systems  7 

Provision  of  sinks  5 

Provision  of  bathrooms  4 

Repair  or  reconstruction  of  farmhouse  7 


SECTION  F.  HOUSING 


New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority  26 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  3 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  During  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts).  64 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  90 

(2)  (fl)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  1 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  23 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  v^^ithout  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Autho- 


rity or  their  officers  • 20 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16,  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  on  an  under- 
taking of  the  owner  under  Section  11  1 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  0 

Clearance  Areas 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
during  the  year. 

20  houses,  of  which  12  are  occupied,  await  demolition  under 
confirmed  Clearance  Orders. 

Defence  Regulations,  68CA. 

Approval  was  given  in  applications  under  this  defence  Regula- 
tion for  the  conversion  of  parts  of  two  buildings  which  had  been 
used  for  residential  purposes  into  business  accomm.odation. 


SECTION  G.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  ^ 
Milk  Supply 

No. of  Milk  distributors  15 

No.  of  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 

No  of  retailers  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  1 

No.  of  retailers  of  Ungraded  Milk  11 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  dairy  premises  and  much 
attention  paid  to  milk  distribution  during  the  year  under  review. 

33  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth.  Details  of  the 
results  of  examination  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — ■ 
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It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  30  samples  of  raw  milk  submitted 
for  examination,  only  one,  and  that  from  a T.T.  producer,  failed 
to  conform  to  the  prescribed  standard  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Favourable  reports  were  received  on  the  18  samples  subjected 
to  biological  examination  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli,  all  samples  being  negative. 

This  confirms  the  excellent  progress  made  in  the  County  with 
the  Attested  Herd  Scheme  in  that  83%  of  the  total  cattle  population 
are  certified  free  from  tuberculosis. 

The  majority  of  producers  of  ungraded  milk  in  this  area  have 
had  their  herds  attested  and  licences  for  T.T.  milk  are  now  only 
attendant  upon  the  provision  of  satisfactory  cowshed  and  diary 
premises  and  water  supply. 

During  the  year  two  new  cowsheds  were  erected  and  work  was  in 
progress  or  pending  on  the  erection  of  five  others,  whilst  recon- 
stn’ction  work  was  being  undertaken  or  pending  at  other  farms. 

The  supervision  and  control  of  milk  production  is  undertaken 
by  officers  of  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and 
adverse  reports  on  milk  samples  are  sent  to  them  .for  investigation 
and  appropriate  action. 

Brucella  Abortus  was  reported  by  the  bacteriologist  to  be 
present  in  a sample  of  milk  obtained  from  a dairy  in  the  district. 
On  investigation  it  was  found  that  since  the  date  of  taking  the 
sample  all  milk  produced  at  the  affected  farm  was  subject  to 
pasteurisation.  No  action  was,  therefore,  necessary  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  to  enforce  treatment  of  the  milk 
before  sale  to  the  consumer. 

ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered 
with  fhe  Local  Authority  for  the  manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice 
cream  under  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938 


Class  of  Mix 

No.  Registered 

Manufacturers 

Heat  treated 
Cold  Mix 

3 

Purveyors 

Heat  treated 

14 

Cold  Mix 

3 

One  vendor  was  registered  during  the  year  and  application  for 
the  transfer  of  registration  was  approved  in  another  case. 

14  vendors  sell  ice  cream  obtained  from  four  sources  outside 
the  district. 


Analysis  and  Results  of  Samples 


30  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Type  of  Mix  | Provisional  Grade  | Total 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  treated 

16 

4 

3 



23 

Cold  Mix 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

23 

76.6% 

4 

13.3% 

3 

10% 

— 

30 

Total 

27  (90%) 

1 3 (10%) 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  considered  satisfactory  ; 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4,  unsatisfactory. 

It  will  be  seen  that  90%  of  the  samples  fall  into  categories 
1 and  2.  All  samples  of  ice  cream  m.anufactured  locally  were 
placed  in  Grade  1. 

The  three  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  one  manufacturer. 
Investigation  at  the  retailers’  premises  showed  that  no  breakdown 
in  the  plants  had  occurred  and  that  a high  standard  of  hygiene  was 
being  maintained.  Representations  were  made  to  the  manufac- 
turer to  make  a full  investigation  at  the  factory  to  discover  the 
cause  of  these  unsatisfactory  sam.ples  and  to  the  Local  Authority  in 
whose  area  the  factory  is  situated.  Information  was  subsequently 
received  that  as  a result  of  this  investigation,  hygienic  defects  were 
found  in  methods  of  handling  and  wrapping  the  ice  cream  after 
processing. 

Ice  Lollies 

Four  samples  of  Ice  Lollies  were  submitted  for  examination. 
The  bacteriologist  reported  that  no  coliform  bacillus  was  present  in 
any  of  the  samples. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Abattoir  : — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 
- and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

264 

45 

2077 

217 

Number  inspected 

264 

45 

2080 

219 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

6 

14 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

241 

3 

157 

45 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

92.81 

20.0 

8.22 

21.46 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was  con- 
demned 

13 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.30 

- 1 

7.76 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
2,608,  and  increase  of  243  on  the  year  1951. 

The  difference  between  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
inspected  represents  dressed  carcases  received  at  the  Abattoir. 

Weight  oi  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Meat 

1 

5 

2 

4 

Offal 

1 

15 

2 

12 

Total 

3 

1 

0 

16 

The  whole  of  this  meat  and  offal  were  disposed  of  through 
Ministry  of  Food  channels  for  processing  and  recovery  purposes. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Condemnation 


(1)  WHOLE  CARCASES 


Diseases  and  other 
Conditions 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Enteritis,  Acute 

1 

Immaturity 

3 

Injuries,  Multiple 

3 

Moribund 

1 

Oedema,  General  and 

Emaciation 

2 

3 

10 

Peritonitis,  Acute 

1 

Septicaemia 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Generalised 

1 

Wounds,  Gangrenous 

I 

Total 

5 

6 

14 

2 

(2)  PART  CARCASES  AND  ORGANS 


Diseases  and  other 
Conditions 

1 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

8 

3 

Actinomycosis 

3 

x\ngioma 

6 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

3 

Bruising 

7 

Cirrhosis 

60 

29 

16 

Congestion 

3 

2 

20 

11 

Cysts 

38 

76 

6 

Facioliasis 

143 

44 

Fatty  Conditions 

1 

Injury 

1 

1 

3 

Mastitis 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

Oedema 

1 

2 

Pericarditis 

1 

4 

Peritonitis 

3 

3 

Peritoneal  Rupture 

1 

Pleurisy 

2 

3 

9 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

5 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

13 

17 

Urticaria 

3 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  cattle,  including 
cows,  affected  with  Tuberculosis  has  decreased,  compared  with 
1951,  fromi  7.82  to  5.30.  The  majority  of  those  affected  were 
brought  to  the  Abattoir  from  allocation  centres  outside  this  area. 
There  was  no  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  calves.  The  percentage 
of  the  number  of  pigs  affected  with  this  disease  showed  an  upward 
trend,  7.76,  as  against  0.66  in  1951.  The  lesions  were  all  localised 
in  these  cases. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  cattle,  including  cows, 
affected  with  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  is  higher,  92.81,  as 
compared  with  89.22  in  1951.  This  is  due  in  the  main  to  the  in- 
cidence of  liver  fluke  infection,  no  less  than  77%  being  so  affected. 

Meat  Transport  and  Abattoir 

Representations  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food  regarding  the  narrow  and  unsatisfactory  access  road  to 
the  abattoir.  This  precludes  the  use  of  a proper  vehicle  for  the 
distribution  of  meat  to  retailers’  shops  in  the  district. 

Vehicles  delivering  livestock  to  the  abattoir  and  vehicles  used 
for  the  collection  of  diseased  meat  and  offal  cannot  negotiate  this 
road  to  enter  the  premises.  In  consequence,  such  loading  and 
unloading  has  to  be  carried  out  in  Red  Lion  Street,  which  is  a 
practice  to  be  deplored. 

Slaughterhouse  Hygiene 

General  conditions  at  the  abattoir  in  other  respects  have  been 
satisfactory  and  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  maintained. 

One  innovation  that  was  particularly  welcomed  during  the  year 
was  the  use  of  chemical  agents,  including  quaternary  ammonium 
compounds,  for  sterilising  wiping  cloths  and  washing  water.  Not 
only  is  this  an  important  factor  in  preventing  soiling  and  contamina- 
tion of  the  dressed  carcase,  but  the  keeping  quality  of  the  meat  is 
greatly  improved. 

Other  Foods  Inspected  and  Surrendered 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of 
other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year 


Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Milk 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

3 1 27 

1 3 2i 


Canned  Vegetables 


1 20 

1 13 


Canned  Fish 
Canned  Soup 
Bread 


13  1 21 

1 2 0 

17 


7 

2 


Bacon 

Flour  confectionery 


Sugar  confectionery 

Poultry 

Butter 


Total 


12i 

12 


1 1 1 241 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
has  reported  as  follows  on  samples  taken  in  the  Towyn  Urban 
District  during  the  year  1952  : — • 


Article 

Number  obtained 

No.  certified  as 
being  adulterated 
or  not  up  to 
standard 

Milk 

7 

Nil 

Ice  Cream 

4 

Nil 

Fish  Cakes 

2 

Nil 

Sausage 

2 

1 

Ham  and  Beef  Paste 

1 

Nil 

Jelly 

1 

Nil 

Whisky 

1 

Nil 

Totals 

18 

1 

Conditions  in  food  premises  were  under  review  during  the  year 
and  attention  focussed  on  the  hygienic  handling,  preparation  and 
storage  of  food.  Improvements  were  affected  at  many  establish- 
ments as  a result  of  these  inspections  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
proprietors.  In  some  cases  extensive  alteration  and  reconstruction 
was  advised  where  the  premises  were  found  to  be  below  standard. 

533  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  for  inspection  purposes. 


Improvements  effected  include  : — 

Repairs  to  premises  20 

Cleansing  and/or  redecoration  27 

Provision  of  sinks  8 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  supply  11 

Removal  of  refuse  accumulations  and  pro- 
vision of  proper  receptacles  8 


Two  new  bakehouses  and  a fried  fish  shop  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  regarding 
premises  which  had  been  licensed  as  a catering  establishment  and 


which  were  found  on  subsequent  inspection  to  be  totally  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose.  As  a result  of  this  action  the  catering  licence 
was  revoked 

Arrangements  were  thereafter  made  for  all  applications  for 
catering  licences  to  be  investigated  and  reports  made  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  on  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  the  premises  before 
before  licences  were  issued. 


Licensed  Premises 

A survey  was  made  of  licensed  premises  in  the  district  when 
attention  was  primarily  directed  to  the  following  : — 

1.  Cleansing  and  sterilising  of  glasses. 

2.  Storage  of  Beer. 

3.  Construction  and  cleansing  of  pipe  installations. 

4.  Cleanliness  and  structural  conditions  of  licensed  bars  and 

rooms. 

5.  Sanitary  accommodation. 

The  survey  revealed  the  existence  of  many  unsatisfactory 
conditions  although  the  premises  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a 
clean  condition. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  proprietors  to  remedy  these 
defects  and  provide  the  necessary  equipment.  In  many  instances 
such  requests  have  been  complied  with  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
other  major  alterations  and  improvements  will  be  completed  in 
1953. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


I 


